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mind during the long and lonely hours of his imprison-
ment, nor of those mental processes that led up with
growing and gathering conviction to the unfaltering
certainty of that confession of faith which was perhaps
the last voluntary action of his life. But we can find
traces in his last message to his friends of that religious
exultation and other-world peace that was a marvel
to those who were privileged to see him. ' Give my
love to all my friends, and to all who have worked
for me. My last message to every one is " Sursum
Corda," and for the rest, my goodwill to those who
have taken my life, equally to all those who tried to
save it. All are my brethren now.'
Roger Casement was ready and willing to die, as
he said, for the cause of Irish freedom. And indeed
it might be said of him, that while many have died
for their countries and for great causes in all ages,
no man has ever in the annals of history done more
than he did, by the manner of his dying, to exalt and
glorify the country of his love. ' He died/ said one
who was with him at the last, ' with all the faith of an
Irish peasant woman. ... He marched to the scaffold
with the dignity of a prince and towered straight as an
arrow over all of us on the scaffold. He feared not
death and prayed with me to the last. I have no
doubt that he has gone to Heaven.'
eva gore-booth.
No progress was made in the direction of peace
between England and Ireland in 1916, as was inevitable.
Nor did the findings of the Inquiry into the murder of
Mr. Skeffington and two other journalists make things
better. The Prime Minister soon announced the
appointment of Mr. Lloyd George to act as mediator,
Ireland merely said this was because without a settle-

